Title: The Ultimate Muscle Car Buying Checklist
Executive Summary

This guide is for anyone serious about buying a muscle car — whether it’s your first or your
fifth. We cut through the noise to give you a clear, step-by-step breakdown of what to know,
what to check, and how to avoid making an expensive mistake. From old-school V8 legends to
modern performance machines, this checklist is your no-fluff companion to a smart muscle car
purchase.

1. Know Your Why Define Your Goal
What are you buying a muscle car ﬁ
1Q* 1 for? A fun weekend driver?
Beforle you?sgi)lp, ansvlvlerh this: V\lfhy are n}i{ouhbuymg a Sl diadins e
m I/ t t T T t m A performance beast?
l.lSC‘ cca 0ose a a app y o a © as A long-term investment? f‘ /‘JS
prlorlty Clarifying your motivation is Performance  Investment
crucial to guide the buying :
process. Popular models
PY Dally Driver and rare trim levels hold
value better,
e Weekend Toy
e Show Car

Knowing the goal narrows the options and helps set realistic expectations. A numbers-matching
‘69 Charger isn’t ideal for daily use. A modern Mustang GT might not scratch your vintage itch.

2. Set a Budget — Then Add 20%

Estimate each line item based on your location and the

type of car you're targeting. Use online calculators or Average Annual Muscle Car

quotes where possible. Muscle cars aren’t just about the Ownership Costs

price tag. Add up the real cost:

B Insurance

B Fuel
Maintenance

B Repairs

B Depreciation

e $20,000 - $50,000

e $50,000 - $80,000

e $80,000 - $100,000
e $100,000 - $150,000
e $150,000 - $200,000
e $200,000+

s Tip: Always assume an extra 15-20% for unexpected repairs or upgrades.



3. Pick Your Era
Timeline of Muscle Cars

Each generation has pros and cons: Classic (1960s— —_— e

1970s)
e Pros: Raw power, iconic looks, investment
potential
s COI’IS: POOI' brakeS/ Safet}’a expenSlVe partsa I'llSt Classic Muscle Retro-Modern Muscle Modern Muscle
ri Sk Carburerled engines, Nostalgic design cues, Cutling-edge perform-
minimal sa‘sty features, fuel injection, modern ance tech, advanced
distinet ‘603 styling chassie, higher safety sra- emissions controls,
standards contemparary styling
Retro-Modern (2000s—2010s) | | |
. 1960s 2000s 2020s
e Pros: More reliable, modern safety, better
AC/t h Classic Muscle Modern Muscle
e . . . . Carburered engines, Cutting-edge
o Cons: Some models depreciate, hit-or-miss build TR e e
quality
Modern Muscle (2020s+)
e Pros: Fastest performance, track-ready, warranty options
o Cons: Expensive, less DIY-friendly, more electronics
4. Do the Homework BAD LISTING

GOOD LISTING

Don’t just browse listings — research:

e Detailed Description -
1969 Chevrolet Chevelle

1970 Chevy Camaro

e Clear Photos from Multiple Angles

e Complete Maintenance / Restoration History

e Seller’s Direct Contact Information

e Look Up Seller on State’s Website

e Does the Seller Match the Address on Google Maps

« Detailed cescription

¢ Clear photos from
multiple angles

» Complete maintenance
history

* No description
¢ Only single, poor-quality

photo

» No documentation

@ Tip: Just because it has a badge doesn’t mean it’s real. Clones and fakes are common.



S. Inspect and Verify WHERE RUST HIDES IN A

TYPICAL MUSCLE CAR
Y ou need more than a walkaround. Get hands-on or hire a

pro: Frame Rails |

o Is the Pro Independent of the Seller
e Isthe Pro Local

e Read the Pro’s Reviews

e Check Yourself

. . . Rear Quarter
e Download Inspection Guides and Checklists e i Dear
and
Firgwel Lower Fenders
@ Tip: Use a paint meter and flashlight. Trust, but and Doors
verify.
6. Paperwork and Legal Dosiimantation
Review the car’s title to
: . DOCUMENT
. ensure clear ownership,
Clean documentation matters: i ke B CHECKLIST
records and vehicle E Title
. identification number (VIN)
. Tltle for authenticity. E Maintenance
. records
° B]ll Of Sale An appraisal can help M VIN
. substantiate the car's

e Restoration Docs value. [ Appraisal

e Receipts

e Maintenance Records

e Repairs

e Dealer License Verified

e Verify Dealer License with State
e Seller Info Verified (Ask for ID)
e Addresses Verified

@ Tip: Buying out of state? Know your DMV process and get a transport permit or temp tag.

7. Close the Deal the Right Way

e Use an Escrow Title Service to Facilitate Your Transaction OUT-OF-STATE

e QGain the Out of State Title & Verify with the State MUSCLE CAR PURCHASE
o Compare Vehicle Identification Numbers PAPERWORK NEEDED

e Gain Proof of Insurance

o Pay Sales Taxes and Fees s

e Transfer Funds and Title Using Escrow OBTAIN IN-STATE

TITLE & SIGNED
BILL OF SALE

S Tip: Walk away from anything that feels shady. There’s always

an()ther car VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION

NUMBER (VIN)
VERIFICATION

PROOF OF PAY SALES
INSURANCE | | TAXES & FEES




8. After the Sale

You’re not done once it’s in your driveway:

Where and How Will You Store It
Clean and Sealed Paint (Wax or other Coatings) _

Concrete Floors Need Ventilation y et st
Use Fans to Avoid Moisture Build Up on . it
Undercarriage

Put on Stands to Avoid Flat Spotted Tires
Windows Up

Rodent Proofing

SOFT Car Covers

PROPERLY

Final Thought

A muscle car should be fun. This checklist is here to keep it that way — no regrets, no surprises,
just horsepower and smiles.
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